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CLAS 65: THE CITY OF ROME (FIRST-YEAR SEMINAR) 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY 12:30-13:45 IN HANES HALL 107 
 
INSTRUCTOR: JEFFREY A. BECKER PH.D. RPA 
EMAIL: JABECKER@EMAIL.UNC.EDU 
OFFICE: WALTER ROYAL DAVIS LIBRARY, ROOM 5011 
OFFICE TELEPHONE: 919.962.0502 






This first-year seminar provides an introduction to the 
archaeology and urban development of the city of Rome from 
antiquity through to the present day. Students will survey the 
period from the foundation of the city through to the twenty-first century with an eye toward 
understanding the urbanism and material culture of the city of Rome. Case studies will highlight key 
developments and features of Rome’s own urbanism. 
 
REQUIRED READING 
o [SD] S. L. Dyson. 2010. Rome: a Living Portrait of an Ancient City. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0801892547. 
o [AC] A. Claridge et al. 2010. Rome (Oxford Archaeological Guides). 2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0199546831.  
o [JSTOR] Readings via JSTOR. 
o [www] readings available online; [Sakai] readings available via Sakai; [RES] Readings on reserve 
in the R. B. House Undergraduate Library. 
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
o This course is limited to first-year undergraduate students and, as such, presumes no prior 
knowledge of Archaeology, Classics, Art History or Ancient History. 
o Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the syllabus and to complete assigned 
readings prior to each class meeting and to attend each class meeting. 
o Students are expected to complete the assigned work according to the schedule published here. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
This course aims to familiarize students with the archaeology, topography, history, art history, literature, 
and urbanism of the city of Rome from its foundation to the present day. The course will address a wide 
range of materials in order to achieve the objectives. 
 
ARTSTOR 
For certain meetings we will use images drawn from the ARTstor image database.  This database, 
accessible through the University Library website, will provide access to images, plans, and 
reconstructions related to our work in class. Access to ARTstor is via the UNC University Libraries 
website; ONYEN login is required for off-campus access. 
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EVALUATION 
1. Participation and Attendance. Students are expected to attend all meetings and participate as 
appropriate. Specific in-class discussion topics are marked on this syllabus. [10%] 
2. Quizzes (2). There will be two quizzes in the course; the dates of administration are listed on this 
syllabus. The quizzes will cover material address both in-class and in the assigned readings. The 
questions may include, but are not limited to, term identification, image identification/analysis, 
and short-answer essays. [15%] 
3. Midterm Examination (1). There will be a midterm examination in the course. It will address 
material presented in-class and in the readings through 28 February 2013. The questions may 
include, but are not limited to, term identification, image identification/analysis, and essay 
questions. [15%] 
4. Short Papers (3). Three short papers are required in the course, one for each topic detailed 
below. These papers are responsive and a prompt, including primary source documents and 
archaeological material, will be supplied via the Sakai website. The papers are due in-class on 
the dates listed in this syllabus. See below for information on style; additional specific 
information about each paper will be disseminated via the Sakai website. Each paper will be 
2,000 words in length. [30%] 
a. Source criticism – “The Foundation of the city of Rome”. It is important for Classicists 
and Classical archaeologists to employ source materials wisely and critically. This paper 
will allow us to address the literary and archaeological sources that pertain to the 
foundation of the city of Rome. 
b. Iconography – “Roman state art”. The Roman state produced programmatic art in 
permanent media that needed to communicate messages using a visual language, 
without the need for written labels or explanations. A challenge in the 21st century is the 
interpretation of ancient programmatic sculpture in its original context. To that end we 
will consider two programs of state art from different periods with an eye toward 
understanding their original import in visual terms. 
c. Urban planning – “Parvae simulacrae – Latin and Roman colonies”. The Romans 
established numerous cities as part of their gradual conquest of Italy and the 
Mediterranean. A key aspect of city foundation is the planning of the site and the layout 
of the city. This paper will allow us to consider the practical and ideological 
underpinnings of Roman city planning during the first millennium BC in relation to the 
city of Rome herself. 
5. Topography report (1). Each student will prepare a 5-minute oral report and accompanying 
Powerpoint presentation on a topographic feature chosen from a circulated list in consultation 
with the instructor. The oral report will be delivered during a designated class meeting (see 
schedule below) and the prepared text and Powerpoint will be submitted via the Sakai Dropbox 
feature. All aspects will be evaluated – the oral presentation, the Powerpoint, and the text. 
[15%] 
6. Final Examination (1). There will be a final examination in the course administered according to 
the schedule of the University Registrar. It will address material presented in-class and in the 
readings from the midterm examination through the final class meeting. The questions may 
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COURSE ADMINISTRATION 
 Attend class!  The importance of attendance cannot be stressed enough.  Material covered in 
lectures will be part of the examinations, and there will be in-class material that is not covered 
by assigned readings.  Attendance at all lectures is mandatory. 
 Grading: The grading scale outlined in the UNC Undergraduate Bulletin will be applied. 
 Accommodations: The University of North Carolina is committed to full inclusion of all students. 
Students who, by nature of a documented disability, require academic accommodations should 
contact the professor during office hours. Students may also speak with the Department of 
Disability Services at http://disabilityservices.unc.edu/for-students or 919-962-8300 to discuss 
the process for requesting accommodations. 
 Email communication:  
o Please send email to the instructor only from your UNC domain account and not from a 
.com account. 
o Please treat email communication with the instructor as formal writing and observe 
proper etiquette in composing your message. 
o The instructor endeavors to reply to messages within 24-hours of receipt. 
 Policy on late assignments: Any assignment that is submitted past the posted due date (all due 
dates are published in this syllabus) will be penalized at the rate of 10 points per diem.  No 
assignment will be accepted after five (5) days have elapsed from the stated due date.  In that 
case, the assignment will be scored as a zero (0) and awarded no points. 
 Make-up quizzes and examinations: As a rule, make-up examinations will not be offered except 
in the case of extenuating, documented emergencies or official University-sanctioned events.  
Vacation and/or travel plans do not constitute a valid excuse for missing a quiz or an 
examination. 
 Academic conduct: It is expected that all students will observe proper academic conduct in this 
course.  All work submitted in this course must be your own!  As a rule there should be no 
collaboration among students on work submitted for a course grade.  Further, no cheating will 
be tolerated.  During exams no talking or use of written notes or other resources will be 
permitted.  All suspected misconduct will be referred to the dean’s office. Your full participation 
and observance of the Honor Code is expected at all times. 
 Classroom conduct: Please arrive on time and do not leave class before time. Please silence all 
mobile devices and refrain from using them in class. Do not send text messages in class. If using 
a device (i.e. notebook computer) in class, it must be for class-related purposes (e.g. note 
taking) and not for web surfing, etc. If problems arise, or you experience difficulties with the 
material, please see the instructor sooner rather than later. 
 Guidelines for written work: 
o Style: Students must follow the format proscribed by the American Journal of 
Archaeology (AJA). This information may be found here. An abbreviated style guide is 
posted on Sakai. Students must adhere to the AJA format for works cited and employ 
standard footnotes in their papers.   
 For guidance on matters of style in formal writing, please consult The Chicago 
Manual of Style as well as W. Strunk, jr. and E. B. White. 1999. The Elements of 
Style. 4th edition. Longman. 
o Syntax and Spelling: It is essential that written work is submitted free from errors in 
syntax and spelling. It is recommended that students visit the UNC Writing Center for 
assistance with formal writing.  
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 Course modifications: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus, 
including project due dates and test dates (excluding the officially scheduled final examination), 
when unforeseen circumstances occur. These changes will be announced as early as possible so 
that students can adjust their schedules accordingly.  
 Intellectual Property: The syllabus, course descriptions, and any supplemental materials 
handouts created by Dr. Becker, and all class lectures are copyrighted by the University of North 
Carolina and/or Dr. Becker. Except with respect to enrolled students as set forth below, the 
materials and lectures may not be reproduced in any form or otherwise copied, displayed or 
distributed, nor should works derived from them be reproduced, copied, displayed or 
distributed without the written permission of the instructor. Infringement of the copyright in 
these materials, including any sale or commercial use of notes, summaries, outlines or other 
reproductions of lectures, constitutes a violation of the copyright laws and is prohibited. 
Students enrolled in the course are allowed to share with other enrolled students course 
materials, notes, and other writings based on the course materials and lectures, but may not do 
so on a commercial basis or otherwise for payment of any kind. Please note that without the 
express consent of the instructor, students may not record – either by means of audio or video 
devices – any lectures. 
 Most importantly, enjoy the course and have a good semester! 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE 
DATE TOPIC ASSIGNED READING(S) 
10-January 
Introduction to the Course 
Overview of ancient urbanism 
No assigned reading 
15-January 
Overview of the city of Rome – 




Rome’s origins – archaeology, history, 
and mythology 
 
Discussion – ‘questions of Rome’s 
origins’ 
[Sakai] Livy selections from books 1-5; 
Aeneid selections books 6 and 8 
[RES] A. Carandini. 2011. Rome: Day One. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press. pp. 
15-64. 
22-January 




Topography of the city of Rome – archaic 
and Republican periods 
 
 1st paper due 
Dyson 44-78 
Claridge 105-10; 259-73; 282-5 
29-January 
Topography of the city of Rome – 
Augustus through Trajan 
Dyson 79-154 
Claridge 135-44; 161-96; 301-44 
31-January 





City planning, infrastructure, and 
administration 
[Sakai] selections from various ancient 
sources including Frontinus, Agrimensores, 
Lex Iulia Municipalis 
7-February 
Daily life in ancient Rome 
 
 Quiz 1 
[Sakai] Plautus Curculio selection; Seneca 
Letters selection; Petronius Sayricon 
selection; Juvenal Satires selection 
12-February Domestic architecture [Sakai] Vitruvius De architectura selection 
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DATE TOPIC ASSIGNED READING(S) 
14-February 
Art in the city 
 
Discussion – ‘Monumentality and 
message making’ 
[JSTOR] J. J. Pollitt. 1978. “The Impact of 
Greek Art on Rome.” TAPA 108:55-74. 
[JSTOR] P. J. Holliday. 1997. “Roman 
Triumphal Painting: Its Function, 





Discussion – the Res Gestae Divi Augusti 
 
 2nd paper due 
[www] Res Gestae Divi Augusti 
[JSTOR] D. Favro. 1992. “Pater urbis": 
Augustus as City Father of Rome.”  Journal 





Spotlight – the equestrian statue of 
Marcus Aurelius 
Dyson 192-213  
Claridge 111-13; 219-33; 410-15; 
26-February Urbs et Suburbium 
Dyson 295-334 
Claridge 439-46 
28-February City and Economy 
Dyson 241-263 
[Sakai] Edict on Maximum Prices of 
Diocletian 
5-March MIDTERM EXAMINATION 
7-March Death and burial in the ancient city 
[Sakai] Polybius on the Roman artistocratic 
funeral 
[JSTOR] D. Favro and C. Johanson. 2010. 
“Death in Motion: Funeral Processions in 
the Roman Forum.” Journal of the Society 




Discussion – the Arch of Constantine 
Dyson 335-362 
[JSTOR] E. Marlowe. 2006. “Framing the 
Sun: The Arch of Constantine and the 
Roman Cityscape.” The Art Bulletin 
88.2:223-42.  
21-March Rome and Christianity 
[Sakai] Selections from Pliny the Younger 
Letters book 10. 
Claridge 447-59 
26-March The Fall of Rome 
[RES] B. Ward-Perkins. 2005. The Fall of 
Rome and the End of Civilization. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press. pp. 1-10; 138-68. 
[Sakai] Selections from Ammianus 
Marcellinus 
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DATE TOPIC ASSIGNED READING(S) 
28-March 
Rome and Rediscovery – eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries 
[RES] J. Pinto. 2012. Speaking ruins: 
Piranesi, architects, and antiquity in 
eighteenth-century Rome. Ann Arbor: 
University of Michigan Press. pp. 99-120; 
132-145. 
[www] R. T. Scott. 1988. “Archaeology and 




 Quiz 2 
[www] J. Maier. 2008. “Mapping Past and 
Present: Leonardo Bufalini’s Plan of Rome 




Discussion of various digital applications 
(please familiarize yourself with the 
platforms listed at right; some 
discussion prompts will be posted on 
Sakai) 
[www] Stanford Digital Forma Urbis 
[www] Rome Reborn 
[www] Digital Augustan Rome 
9-April 
Rome and Fascism 
 
 3rd paper due 
[Project Muse] J. Nelis. 2007. 
“Constructing Fascist Identity: Benito 
Mussolini and the Myth of Romanità.” 
Classical World 100.4:391-415. 
[Sakai] Scriba, F. 1996.  “The sacralization 
of the Roman past in Mussolini’s Italy:  
Erudition, aesthetics, and religion in the 
exhibition of Augustus’ bimillenary in 
1937-38.” Storia della Storiografia 30:19-
30. 
11-April Modern and post-modern Rome 
[www] “Richard Meier's New Home for the 
Ara Pacis, a Roman Treasure, Opens.” New 
York Times April 24, 2006. 
[www] “When in Rome…”. The Guardian 
April 30, 2006. 
[The New Yorker] J. Seabrook. “Roman 
Renovation.” The New Yorker May 2, 2005. 
[www] Ann Wise. “Rome's Rich Past Stalls 





Student reports in-class No assigned reading 
25-April 
The enduring legacy of the city of Rome – 




FINAL EXAMINATION AS SCHEDULED BY THE UNIVERSITY REGISTRAR 
 
